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CONSTITUTION
Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church
West Branch, Iowa
1992

PREAMBLE

We, baptized members of the-Church of Christ, responding in faith
to the call of the Holy Sprit through the Gospel, desiring to unite
together to’preach the Word, administer the sacraments, and carry
out God's mission, do hereby adopt this constitution and solemnly
pledge ourselves to be governed by its provisions. In the name of
the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

’ Chapter 1.
' NAME AND INCORPORATION

1.01. The name of this congregatlon shall be Bethany Evangellcal
Lutheran Church.

1.02. For the purpose of this constitution and the accompanying
bylaws, the Bethany Evangelical Lutheran Church congre-
gation is hereinafter designated as "this congregation."

1.03. This congtegatidn shall be incorporated under the laws of
the State of Iowa.

Chapter 2.
CONFESSION OF FAITH

2.01. This congregation confesses the Triune God, Father, Son,
and Holy Spirit.
' R - .
2.02, This congregation confesses Jesus Christ as Lord and Savior
and the Gospel as the power of God for the salvation of all
who believe.

a. Jesus Christ is the Word -of God incarnate, through
whom everything was made and through whose life,
death, and resurrection God fashions a new creation.

b. The proclamation of God's message to us as both
Law and Gospel is the Word of God, revealing
judgment and mercy through word and deed, beginning
"with the Word in creation, continuing in the
history of Israel, and centering in all its full-
ness in the person and work of Jesus Christ.

c. The canonical Scriptures of the 01d and New Testa~
ments are the written Word of God. 1Inspired by
God's Spirit speaking through their authors, they
record and announce God's revelation centering
in Jesus Christ. Through them God's Spirit speaks
to us to create and sustain Christian faith and
fellowship for service in the world.
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To participate in God's mission, this congregation as a part

of

=

the Church shall:

Worship God in proclamation of the Word and adminis-
tration of the sacraments and through lives of prayer,

pralse, thanksgiving, witness, and service.

Proclaim God's saving Gospel of justification by Grace
for Christ's sake through faith alone, according to the
apostolic witness in the Holy Scripture, preserving

and transmitting the Gospel falthfully to future
generations.

Carry out Christ's Great Commission by reaching out to
all people to bring them to faith in Christ and by
doing all ministry with a global awareness consistent
with the understanding of God as Creator, Redeemer,

and Sanctifier of all.

Serve in response to God's love_to meet human needs,
caring for the sick and the aged, advocating dignity
and - justice for all people, working for peace and
reconciliation among the nations, and standing with
the poor and powerless, and committing itself to their
needs.

Nurture its members in the Word of God so as to grow
in faith and hope and love, to see daily life as the
primary setting for the exercise of their Christian
calling, and to use the gifts of the Spirit for their
life together and for their calllng in the world.

Manifest the unlty glven to the people of God by
living together in the love of Christ and by joining
with other Christians in prayer and action to express
and preserve the unity which the Spirit gives.

To fulfill these purposes, this éongregation shall:

=

b.

Provide services of worship at which the Word of God
is preached and the sacraments are administered.

Provide pastoral care and assist all members to
part1c19ate in this ministry.

Challenge, equip, and support all members in carrying
out their calling in their daily lives and in their
congregation.

Teach the Word of God.

Witness to the reconczllng Word of God in Christ,
reaching out to all people.
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This congregation shall, from time to time, adopt a mission
statement which will provide specific direction for its

programs.

- Chapter 5.
POWERS OF THE CONGREGATION -

The powers of this c¢ongregation are those necessary to
fulfill its purpose.

The powers of this congregation are vested in the Congre-
gation Meeting called and conducted as provided in this
constitution and bylaws.

Only such authority as is delegated to the Congregation
Council or other organizational units in this congregation's
governing documents is recognized. BAll remaining authority
is retained by the congregatlon. The congregation is
authorized to: - .

‘a. call a pastor as provided in CHapter 9;

b. - terminate the call of a pastor as provided in Chapter 9;

¢. appoint or terminate the appointment of associates in
ministry in conformity with the appllcable policy of
the Evangellcal Lutheran Church in Amerlca,

d. approve the annual budget;

e. acquire real and personal property by gift, devise,
purchase, or other lawful means:
»

f. hold title to and use its property for any and all
activities consistent with its purpose;

g. sell,'mortgage, lease, transfer, or otherwise dispose
of its property by any lawful means;

h. elect its Congregation Council and require them to
carry out their duties in accordance with the
constitution, bylaws, and continuing resolutions; and

i. terminate its relationship with the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America as provided in Chapter 6.

Chapter 6.
'CHURCH AFFILIATION

This congregation shall be an interdependent part of the
Evangelical Lutheran Church in America,ocr its successor,
and the Southeastern Iowa Synod of the Evangelical Lutheran
Church in America. This congregation is subject to the
discipline of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America.






























